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This vessel sailed last year, eighty-nine, from the island of La
I'alma with a manifested cargo of wine for New Spain and in New
Spain laded merchandise, hides and indigo, for Spain and cleared
from the port of San Juan de Ulua on the seventeenth of June in the
convoy of the fleet in command of General Rodrigo de Rada..,
. . . Some ten or twelve days (according to his recollection) out
from the port of San Juan de Ulua they left the convoy, the occasion
being that Juan de Carena, pilot aboard the said vessel, took
soundings and found eighty (p. 2) fathoms and therefore, the flag-
ship being in sight, for it was daytime, he fired a piece and tacked.
The flagship did not tack but he nevertheless kept on his course and
so this ship separated from the convoy as did also that of Juan de
Borda which followed her on her course ...
... on the seventeenth day of July (according to his recollection)
of the current year they took soundings off Las Tortugas in ninety
varaS) on the west side . . . they sailed that day and the following
night toward land, to the south, and .. . sighted it at Rio de Puercos,
three leagues west of that river.
Land was sighted in the morning and in the afternoon, at sunset,
two sail were seen, which vessels that night fired on them with
artillery and musketry.
Next morning both vessels attempted to lay alongside. The
largest was about one hundred and eighty tons.
The vessel aboard which deponent was threw a cable over the
stern to Juan de Borde's vessel (because it was small and weak) and
the English turned their artillery on Juan de Borde's vessel and sank
it. When those on board of it had come on board the vessel where
deponent was, they cut the cable and the vessel sank, but before it
went down the English laid alongside and took what they could out
ofit.
They then turned their fire on the vessel on board of which
deponent was and put many shots into her at the water line. Because
she was sinking they grounded her on a key which lies at the end of
the Organos, to the west. They left her on the key, having in her
boat conveyed the wounded ashore.
Last Monday, the sixth instant, being on the way hither, at noon,
off Puercos River they met the galleys which patrol this island and
informed the commanding officer of what had occurred that the
galleys might proceed to where the vessel lay and where they
supposed the enemy to be. (p. 3).
Asked how many people were aboard the said vessel and how
many the English killed and wounded, he stated that there were